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Introduction

n this presentation, we'll explore how the state of
-lorida defines a student with a disability, and
benefits of disclosing a disability while pursui
higher education in the state of Florida.

Disclosing a disability can open doors to m&
resources and support services that are designed

to help individuals thrive academically.

We'll discuss the presence of disability services on
Florida college campuses, and Florida’s support
for prospective disabled college students.



D

efining “Student With a Disability”

The term “student with a disability” means a

St

udent who is documented as having an

Intellectual disability; a hearing impairment,
iIncluding deafness; a speech or language
Impairment; a visual impairment, including

o]

Indness,; an emotional or behavioral disability;

an orthopedic or other health impairment; an
autism spectrum disorder; a traumatic brain

Injury; or a specific learning disability, including,
but not limited to, dyslexia, dyscalculia, or

developmental aphasia. Florida Legislature



http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1007.02&URL=1000-1099/1007/Sections/1007.02.html

Nondescrimination & Equal Opportunity

All Florida College System institutions are equal

opportunity institutions and provide equal e >
: . LI
opportunity for employment and educational \;?g:

opportunities to all applicants for employment,
employees, applicants for admission, students
and others without regard to race, color, national
origin, age, religion, disability, marital status,
gender, and any other factor protected under S
applicable federal, state, and local civil rights A

laws, rules and regulations.

Florida Department of Education



https://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/student-services/disability-support-services.stml
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https://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/student-services/disability-support-services.stml
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Florida's +
Specialized »
Postsecondary

Support Programs *
for Students with
ASD

Watch on B3 YouTube
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Local College & University Accessibility and
Disability Service Centers

FAMU Center for Disability Access & Resources

FSU - Office of Accessibility Services

KEISER UNIVERSITY - Accessibility & Disability Service Guide

TCC -Student Accessibility Services

Lively Technical College



https://www.famu.edu/students/student-resources/center-for-disability-access-and-resources/index.php
https://dsst.fsu.edu/oas
https://www.keiseruniversity.edu/pdf/ada/ADA-Guide.pdf
https://www.tcc.fl.edu/student-life/student-accessibility-services-sas/
https://www.tcc.fl.edu/student-life/student-accessibility-services-sas/
https://www.livelytech.com/students/student-services/#:~:text=Adult%20Students%20with%20Disabilities%20(ASD,our%20educational%20environment%20and%20activities.

Resource Page - Disability Complaints

Disability/Accessibility Complaints

Disability Rights Section, Civil Rights Division

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20530
Phone: 1-800-514-0301

Fax: 202-307-1198

TTY:1-800-514-0383

Website: http://www.justice.gov/crt/


http://www.justice.gov/crt/

Resource Page - Financial Aid Complaints

For complaints related to financial aid, please contact:

Office of Student Financial Assistance
Florida Department of Education

325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1314
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400

Phone: 1-800-366-34/5

Website: http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
E-mail: OSFA@fldoe.org


http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/

Resource Page - Discrimination Complaints

Discrimination on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, gender, disability, religion,
or marital status against a student or an employee in the state system of public K-20
education is prohibited.

College Equity Officers are available at each college and are tasked with ensuring
nondiscriminatory campuses and a bias-free learning environment.

If you believe that your complaint has not been addressed satisfactorily at your local
institution after working with the College Equity Officer and exhausting the college's
complaint or grievance procedures, and believe your complaint warrants additional
Investigation, you may contact:

Office for Civil Rights, U. S. Department of Education (Atlanta Office)
61 Forsyth St. S.\W,, Suite 19770, Atlanta, GA 30303-3104

Phone: 1-800-421-3481; Fax: 404-562-6455; TDD: 877-521-2172
E-mail: OCR.Atlanta@ed.gov



Resource Page

An Explanation of Accommodations

The Florida Legislature

Where to go to file a complaint with the FL Dept of Education
Florida Department of Education


https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7690/urlt/ChapterFour-Acc.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Welcome/index.cfm
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/about-us/concerns-complaints.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/higher-ed/fl-college-system/student-services/disability-support-services.stml

Conclusion

In conclusion, your journey to success as
a college student with a disability in
Florida begins with disclosure. By
disclosing your disability, you're taking
the first step towards accessing the
support and accommodations that will
empower you on your educational path.
Your job is to reach out to your campus's
Disability Resource Center, and embrace
the opportunity to become a confident
self-advocate.




